(Draft EURALO flyer – Introduction:)

Getting involved

Driving a car you do not need to know how it works. If you have a problem with it, you can go to the next automotive service centre. Using the Internet is another story. Certainly, when writing an e-mail people do not need to know about the Domain Name System (DNS) or other particularities of Internet regulation. When using Facebook, Myspace or other social networks, it may be reasonable to know some basics about privacy and data protection. What is once posted on the Web will remain there forever ... When downloading music from the Internet, you should be aware about the basics on relevant copyright laws – or otherwise you may find your self in trouble. 

The questions of Internet safety and security, providing privacy on the Web, the respect for freedom of speech and information, and other DNS policy issues that impact the global Internet community, are essential. That’s the reason why we are working with the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), a private-sector, non-profit corporation with technical management responsibilities for the Internet’s domain name and address system.  We are part of the At-Large community of individual Internet users who participate in the bottom-up, consensus-based, multi-stakeholder policy development process of ICANN. This may sound theoretical or rather technical but ICANN policy is important for every individual Internet user every time they go on-line. 

As in real life, there are many various interests who would like their voices heard, including governments, private business and civil society and consumer interests. We are part of the At-Large community of individual Internet users and consumers who participate in the bottom-up, multi-stakeholder policy development process of ICANN.  Representing European individual Internet users and consumers, the European Regional At-Large Organisation (EURALO) was founded in spring 2007 in Lisbon. We represent approximately 25 new media, privacy or Internet rights-based organisations, ISOC chapters from Europe formed into individual At-Large structures (ALSes). We are part of Europe’s voice at ICANN. To ensure that we represent the full diversity of Europe, we need to hear from you and your organisation. If you care about openness, net neutrality, digital divides, security, privacy and other civil rights in the information age or improved user/consumer protection, you should get involved.

To learn more about the ICANN Internet policy issues we work on or how to join EURALO, please see our EURALO Wiki at https://st.icann.org/euralo/index.cgi or contact us via info@icann-euralo.org (to be created and transferred to Wolf and Dessi).

____

Our concerns

We are especially concerned about ICANN related issues such as 

*the introduction of new gTLDs promoting the variety of the Internet --

https://st.icann.org/working-groups/index.cgi?new_gtlds
*to improve transparency and accountability of ICANN in the interest of Internet users -- 

https://st.icann.org/working-groups/index.cgi?icann_transparency_and_accountability
*the Future Structure and Governance of ICANN --

https://st.icann.org/working-groups/index.cgi?the_future_structure_and_governance_of_icann
*Domain name security (DNSSEC) to provide confidence and trust among users on the Internet --

https://st.icann.org/working-groups/index.cgi?dns_security_issues_within_icann_s_remit
*to enhance privacy not only in the context of Whois --

https://st.icann.org/gnso-liaison/index.cgi?whois_policy
*to prepare a coexistence between two different IP networks – IPv4 and IPv6 – and make them interoperable to the maximum extent possible --

https://st.icann.org/ipv6-migration/index.cgi?at_large_ipv4_to_ipv6_migration_policy
*to define and promote some basic rights and principles for users on the Internet (IRP) -- https://st.icann.org/raa-policy/index.cgi?at_large_registrar_registrant_relations_working_group
Members of EURALO were strongly involved in preparation and conduct of the first ICANN – At-Large Internet User Summit in spring 09 in Mexico-City. (Link to the Summit Declaration)
_____

Some basic links to ICANN ...

