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PRESS RELEASE

For release: Thursday 31st March, 2011 
Launch of the 10 Rights and Principles to Govern the Internet 
Today, the Internet Rights and Principles Dynamic Coalition is launching the 10 Internet Rights and Principles which must form the basis of the governance of the Internet.  The Principles are rooted in international human rights standards.  If upheld, they will help to defend and expand the Internet as a space which is empowering, open and accessible to all.  

The Internet is the most extensive public space that humankind has ever known. Over the past 30 years Internet access and use has exploded at an extraordinary rate, bringing with it new and profound opportunities to advance human rights and social justice. However, the human rights of Internet users are increasingly being violated as mechanisms of online censorship and surveillance become more pervasive and sophisticated.  Moreover, the Internet’s open architecture is under threat – from governments (both authoritarian and democratic) who seek to control it, and businesses who seek to monetise it.  

Unless the 10 Rights and Principles defined by the coalition are upheld through national and international policy and practice, human rights will continue to be violated online.  The most exciting opportunity to make human rights a reality for everyone risk being lost.  As Dunja Mijatovic, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, said: 

 “Human rights are at serious risk from increased censorship, surveillance and other infringements. There’s an urgent need to apply human rights to the online environment, and that’s why this initiative is very important and a wakeup call for us all”.
The importance of protecting the Internet as a space for freedom of expression and the promotion of human rights has been illustrated by the important role that it has played in the recent movements across the Middle East and North Africa.  Commenting on the 10 Internet Rights and Principles, Sally Khodary of the Arabic Network for Human Rights Information said:

“The Internet played an important role in public opinion making before the Jan25 movement in Egypt. It was the main tool to expose corruption, torture and oppressive practices, thereby pushing up the ceiling for expression and criticism. The call for protest on Jan 25 was initiated through the Internet. During the revolution, the Internet facilitated almost immediate coverage of events all over Egypt, allowing people to express mutual support with Tunisians and to organise revolution actions and logistics. After Jan 25, it is crucial that Internet remains free and uncensored as it will be the main forum for people to call for reform, and to debate development projects”. 
The launch of the 10 Internet Rights and Principles coincides with the second expert meeting on Freedom of Expression and the Internet in Stockholm, convened by the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs.  Here, the UN Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Opinion and Expression is reaffirming the importance of promoting and protecting human rights on the Internet.  

About the Internet Rights and Principles Dynamic Coalition 
The IRP DC is an international multi-stakeholder network of people who are working to uphold human rights on and through the Internet. The coalition is currently undertaking a major project to draft a Charter of Human Rights and Principles for the Internet. This outlines what human rights people have when operating online, and what elements of Internet architecture need to be protected in order to realise human rights to the fullest extent possible. The Charter is currently released as a beta version, and the Coalition welcomes comments and contributions at http://www.irpcharter.org/ .  The 10 Internet Rights and Principles derive from the Charter, distilling it down into 10 core demands to guide Internet policy and practice.
Join the Coalition online at: 

http://internetrightsandprinciples.org/
http://www.facebook.com/internetrightsandprinciples
http://twitter.com/netrights
http://www.irpcharter.org
For more information, contact Dixie Hawtin at Dixie@global-partners.co.uk or on 

+44(0) 207 2398251.

